








March 9, 2009

Dear Parents,


Greetings from the Thomas Johnson Music Department!   


This letter is a notification that the Thomas Johnson Wind Ensemble will be performing  for the Prince George’s County Band Festival, to be held on the campus of Northwestern High School on Saturday, March 14th, 2009.   Northwestern High School is located at 7000 Adelphi Rd. Hyattsville, MD  20782.  The event is free and open to the public.  Please come out and support the TJMS Wind Ensemble!!! 

Our band is scheduled to  perform at 9:25am.  

Students MUST arrive at NWHS no later than 8:30 am. At 8:35, we will go to the room where our things will be stored, assemble our instruments and begin to warm-up.  At 8:55, we will go to the warm-up room to tune correctly.  If students arrive after we have warmed up and tuned, they will NOT be allowed to perform. We will be on stage at 9:18-9:20 am. If students arrive late, we may have to play LATER than 9:15 am, which means we will leave the performance later.

Please make sure your students come dressed appropriately.  White dress shirts with a dark colored tie for the gentlemen, black slacks and black dress shoes.  Ladies may wear black dress slacks or a black skirt with a white blouse.  If your child shows up dressed improperly, he/she will not be allowed to perform with the group. This event will be TELEVISED and uniformity in dress is a * must *.    If need be, travel to Payless, Alko, Gallo or any discount store and purchase the appropriate clothing so that all students look uniform.  The public appearance of our group is important (we ARE graded on this as well as our actual performance).

After the performance, we will go to one classroom for the sight reading portion of our adjudication.  After we are done performing, as the final part of the band festival, we are required to observed two (2) other middle school groups performances.   We should complete our time there by 10:30 am.  You may pick your child up at 10:30 am or any time afterward.

Students need only bring their instrument, music and some spending money for snacks after the performance (a concession stand will be open). 

Thank you for your time and continued support of the TJ Band program.   If you have any questions or concerns about this letter, please contact me at school ( 301-918-8680 x276 )  or via e-mail at kerry.gilliard@pgcps.org.   I’m looking forward to our school doing a spectacular job at Festival this year. If there is an emergency, you may contact me via cell phone on the day of the performance at 443-765-6987.   More information including directions to Northwestern High School can be found linked at the website in my signature below.

Striving for Musical Excellence,

Kerry Gilliard

Music Department Chairman

Thomas Johnson Middle School

http://www.mrgilliardmusic.com
