

5401 Barker Place

Lanham, Maryland 20706-2499

Telephone: 301.918.8680      Fax: 301.918.8688

Website: http://www.pgcps.org/~tjohnson

Every Scholar. Every Class. Every Day.
Bienvenidos a Thomas Johnson Middle School
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                                VISION (Where are we going? Our goal):

 


We are committed to a culture of high expectations where all students learn to become
           


 … caring, involved citizens of good character;

                                     … literate, high performing scholars; and 

                                     …  technologically competent life-long learners.

                                 MISSION (What are we currently doing for students?):

                         The mission of Thomas Johnson Middle School is to provide a positive learning 
                         environment that 


                         … is safe and nurturing;

                                     ...  supports intellectual, emotional, and social growth of all students; and
                                     … fosters a good working relationship between home, school, and community
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 The Principal Speaks
Bienvenidos a Thomas Johnson Middle School  espero trabajar con ustedes.  [image: image8.jpg]


 
Many thanks to our parents/guardians for their support as we work together to educate our scholars. I also want to thank the staff for their support and dedication to the children. 
Week one of the new year is now complete. Have you been preparing your child/student for the MSA?  I know, with the support of our parents and super teachers,  we will succeed. I am confident, we will be ready!  

Please take note to our “search and seziure” policy located at the back of this newletter. I want to express again that all 
electronic equipment must be left in the student’s locker or at home. We will not be held accountable for any lost or stolen items.

THANK YOU for allowing me to be your principal!
___Dr. Robinson
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ATTENTION!    ATTENTION!      ATTENTION!
We have addressed the issue of heat in our building. The proper authorities have been contacted and we are making great strides in solving the problem. It is one of our priorities to ensure so your child is working in a comfortable environment.

 Lunch News 
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Home Style Monday:  Hot Turkey Sandwich w/Gravy, Oven baked Chicken, Mashed Potato Bowl, Hot Roast Beef Sandwich w/Gravy, and Whipped Potatoes, Seasoned Greens

Fiesta Tuesday:  Soft or Hard Taco, Taco Salad, Fiesta Mac & Beef, Burrito w/Cheese, and Spanish Rice, Mexicali Corn

Old Word Wednesday:  Baked Lasagna, Pasta w/Meat balls or meat Sauce, Chicken Parmesan, Baked Ziti and Zesty Italian Vegetables, Warm Garlic Bread Stick 
 
Chop Stick Thursday:  Beef & Broccoli, Mandarin Orange Chicken, Kung Pao Chicken, Sweet & Sour Pork and Veggie Rice Pilaf, Asian Vegetables
                                                                                                                                                       
Wrap it up Friday:  Southwestern Fajita Wrap, Buffalo Chicken Wrap, Chicken Cesar Wrap, Cheese Steak Wrap and Scalloped Potatoes, Seasoned Green Beans
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All students at TJ have and opportunity to use the restroom between their classes. Teachers will only allow students to use the restroom after the first 15min and before the last 15min of class. If your child has a medical condition requiring him or her to go to the restroom more frequently, please make sure you send a note to school and also have your child keep a copy of the note on their person.
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7th Grade Masquerade Ball
On February 11th , from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Thomas Johnson Middle School will have its first annual Masquerade Ball. This year’s theme is Mardi Gras. A King and Queen will be crowned during the event. 

Students are selected based on their school performance, participation, character, and behavior. They are also recommended by the administration to participate in this memorable experience.  The cost for students to attend is $100.00 in Jaguar Bucks and $10.00 in actual REAL money.  Money will be collected in the form of cash or money made out to the school in the exact amount.  Students can earn bucks by exhibiting good behavior, great performance in school, and demonstrating good citizenship.  THIS IS A 7th GRADE STUDENT EVENT!!  
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There will be a lottery for a few 8th graders to attend. To enter the lottery, 8th graders must be selected and approved by administration.   

Students attending the Ball must adhere to the dress code:

Girls: Girls may wear an appropriate ball gown, which is not revealing of body parts and/or skin, or may wear a dress that is appropriate for the affair.  Jewelry should be kept to a minimum, as the same policy for earrings will apply for the Ball.  Dress shoes must be worn—tennis shoes are unacceptable. 

Boys: Boys attending the Ball must be in a complete suit and tie or wear a dress jacket, dress slacks, a belt, and a tie.  Boys must also wear dress shoes for this occasion.  Again, tennis shoes are unacceptable for this affair.  The earring policy specified during the school day also applies to the Ball.

Appropriate attire must be adhered to.  We want students to recognize that this affair will be a grand one.  This will also be a night for our students to shine as they walk on the red carpet to this unforgettable affair.
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Continue to read each week’s issue of the Jaguar Express for updates.
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!!
Uniform Updates: Colder Weather
The weather is changing and we do not want our students to be uncomfortable in their environment. We know that a comfortable child is a productive one. However, we are asking parents and students to continue to maintain the Uniform code to the best of your ability. This means that the following adjustments to the policy are for your understanding during these winter  months.  THANK YOU to our parents/guardians.  
[image: image15.jpg]


[image: image1.jpg]



UPDATES:
Shirts: 7th grade     royal blue polo shirt with collar

             8th grade    yellow (NOT GOLD) polo shirts with collar

Jackets and Sweaters: Students are allowed to wear solid black, blue, white, or yellow jackets and sweaters. No hoods are allowed. No over coats are allowed.
Pants no Shorts:  - No cargo pants and NO shorts
                              - Pants cannot be cut at the seam

                              - Khaki colored pants only 
Shoes: Plain solid black tennis shoes or boots

            Boots that are solid black, no heels or fur 

            Boots should be worn only when it snows

            Please do not allow your child to wear tennis shoes that  

            do not meet the school’s dress code.

Belts:  It is NOT an option for girls or boys NOT to wear a 
            belt.   All students (girls and boys) must wear a belt; all

            students must tuck their shirts inside of their pants. 

            Belts are to be SOLID BLACK ONLY. 

Jewelry: Students are NOT allowed to wear chains and 

                necklaces to school.  Earrings cannot be larger than a 

                dime.  Students can wear one (1) bracelet and one (1) 

                ring.  
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Purses: Students can carry a purse no larger than a three ring binder. Students who are using a bag that was not designed to be a purse must fit the size criteria and no books or school items can be carried inside the bag.
ID Badges: Parents as you know your child has been issued an ID badge for the 2009-2010 school year. If your child has lost or has not been issued a badge please contact Mr. Kenon 301.918.8680 ext 304
All ID’s must be worn at all times around the student’s neck on the outside of their shirts. Students must use the school safety lanyards only.

Parents, 

We have now reached the halfway mark this year. At this time we feel all students should have, by now, attained the proper items to complete their school uniform. If there is still a problem, we encourage you to contact the office, state what items your child is missing, together with their name so we can document.  Moving forward, we will be enforcing all uniform policies until the end of the year.
Principal’s Book-of-the-Month (Students)
January-February
Each month, students will be reading a new book.  This month, my selection are two books, “Shattered” by Paul Langan for the 7th Grade students and “A Matter of Trust” by Anne Schraff for the 8th Grade I cannot wait to read the responses that students write once they have completed these books! 
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Parent Liaison Speaks 
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Happy New Year to all of you, and thank you for getting involved in your child’s education! Once again, I would like to remind you to be aware of your student(s)’ whereabouts at all times. Check SchoolMax to see if your children are in school every day. If you don’t have the access key to log on to SchoolMax, please come to see me between 8:30am and 4:30pm to retrieve the Family Portal Letter with your personal access key. There are still some students who should be riding the bus, and they opt to walk back home and sometimes, they do not go directly home, which is more dangerous.

Please, please, please, make an effort to call them at a time you know they should be getting home to make sure they are safe. This is very important because they are aware of the consequences if they don’t follow the rules/instructions, but they don’t realize the seriousness of the danger they put themselves into, until something actually happens to them. Let’s avoid that by checking on them regularly.


Please prepare your children for any unforeseen situations while they’re on the streets. Some of them need to be reminded about the proper procedures to follow if they find themselves in danger. Their wellbeing is our main concern, lets work together to achieve a safety environment for them at all times!




Ms. Villela

Estimados Padres/Guardianes:

Feliz Año Nuevo para todos ustedes y gracias por involucrarse en la educación de sus hijos. Una vez mas quiero recordarles que estén al tanto de donde se encuentra(n) su(s) estudiante(s) en todo momento. Chequeen SchoolMax para ver si sus hijos están en la escuela todos los días. Si ustedes no tienen la clave de acceso para entrar a SchoolMax, por favor vengan a verme entre las 8:30am y 4:30pm para recoger la Carta del Portal Familiar con su clave de acceso personal. Todavía hay algunos estudiantes que deberían viajar en el bus, pero optan por caminar de vuelta a casa, y algunas veces no van directamente a casa, lo cual es más peligroso. 

Por favor, por favor, por favor, hagan un esfuerzo y llámenlos a la hora que ellos están supuestos a llegar  a casa, para asegurarse de que estén a salvo. Esto es muy importante porque ellos saben de las consecuencias si no siguen las reglas/instrucciones, pero no se dan cuenta de lo serio del peligro al que se exponen, hasta que algo les pasa. Evitemos esto chequeándolos regularmente.


Por favor preparen a sus hijos para cualquier situación imprevista mientras están en las calles. Algunos de ellos necesitan que se les recuerde los procedimientos apropiados a seguir si se encuentran en peligro. ¡El bienestar de ellos es nuestra preocupación principal, trabajemos juntos para alcanzar un ambiente seguro para ellos en todo momento!




Sra. Villela

A Note from the Testing Coordinator

Dear Parent/Guardian:

The Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS) will be administering Formative Assessment System Tests in Reading and Math for grades 3 through 8 and Science Formative Assessment System Tests in Grades 5 and 8 beginning this week of January 4, 2010.  These tests will measure what has been taught in reading, math, and science so far this school year in each tested grade.  These tests will provide teachers with information to assist in instructional planning for the year.  These tests will also assist in preparing our students to take the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) in March.

This week’s testing will last approximately two hours for each of the tested subjects, spread over two sessions.  

Please avoid appointments that may take your child out of school during this time period.  You can help your child by ensuring that he or she is physically and mentally prepared.  Make sure your child has a good night’s rest and a healthy breakfast.  Help your child to have a positive attitude toward testing!

If you have any questions concerning the scheduling of these tests, please contact Mrs. Lovicks 301-918-8680  

Estimado Padres o Tutores:

Las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Prince George administrarán Exámenes Formativas del Sistema de Asesoramiento (FAST) en lectura y matemática para los grados 3 a 8, y para ciencia en los grados 5 y 8 a partir del 6 de enero, 2010.  Esas pruebas medirán lo que se ha enseñado en las clases de lectura, matemática y ciencia hasta la fecha actual en cada grado del examen.  Estos exámenes les proveerán a los maestros información beneficiosa para la planificación de instrucción por el resto del año.  También ayudarán a preparar a los estudiantes para tomar el examen del estado, el Examen del Estado de Maryland (MSA) en marzo.

Los exámenes de la próxima semana durarán aproximadamente dos horas para cada prueba, partido en dos sesiones cada uno.  

Por favor, evite hacer citas que podrían sacar a sus hijos de la escuela durante este período de tiempo.  Usted puede ayudar a su hijo(a) al asegurar que él/ella esté preparado físicamente y mentalmente.  Asegure de que su hijo(a) duerma bien y que coma un buen desayuno.  ¡Anime a su hijo(a) a tener una actitud positiva para con estos exámenes.  

Si tiene preguntas acerca del horario de estos exámenes, por favor, contacte al personal de la escuela de su hijo(a)
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                             COUNSELOR CORNER 
STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING

Parents, information regarding Service-Learning Hours has changed. In the New Year, Guidance will host another student information seminar. Student Service-Learning will be one of the topics discussed.

More information regarding the seminar will be coming soon. If you have questions, please call the Student Learning Coordinator, Ms. E. Valeria Reed at 301-918-8694 or 8680.

REMINDERS

· Muffins for Moms and Donuts for Dads – Thursday, January 14, 2010 at 8:30am 
· Student of the Month Assembly - Friday, January 15, 2010 at 2:20pm.
· Begin talking to your student about career options.

· Career Awareness Workshops begins this month

· Make sure your student participates in the Character Expectation Writing Activity in the Jaguar Express.
Stephanie Yamoah

7th Grade

Ms. Hurdle’s Homework

 

Dear President Barack Obama:

 

As a concerned citizen of America, I would like to make a few suggestions on what should be changed to make the United States a better place of living.

 

I would like to say that you are doing fine at your job so far, and I can tell that you are a determined and a hardworking person from your work. But there are some issues that have been addressed but not solved.

 

Such as the issue with jobs. There are more than one-million Americans that are out of work, which to me is way too many. The solution I have for this issue is to fund every place of work, so that there will be enough money to cover more workers at that job. It may take a lot of money and time, but I believe it’s worth it.

 

Another issue that has come to my attention is the sending of more Army troops to the countries of Iraq and Afghanistan. I know that we are a country of victory and determination, but this war is costing the lives of our brave parents and siblings Also, if the war continues, little boys and girls my age and possibly younger may have to be dodging gunfire and bombs.  I think in order to stop this issue a peace treaty will have to be formed with the other countries. This solution will take time, but with compromise we can make this work.

 

Thank you for your time and I hope you take this letter into consideration.
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“Definitely old-school.”




 With All Do Respect, 

 

Stephanie Yamoah

SY

A/B Schedule
	M 
	Tu.

 
	W

 
	Th.

 
	F

 

	1/11
	1/12
	1/13
	1/14
	1/15

	A
	B
	A
	B
	   A


Let’s celebrate our student birthdays for
January 1st – 17th 
Ashanti Capenter 11
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Wyett Woobury 11

Idris Fotana, 14

Roy Lima, 14

Edward Moserey 14

Briana Evans 15

Roger Richardson 15

Adanna Onuoha 15

Erick Moreno, 16

Dana Jones 17

Shanice Richardson 17
Thought of the Week 
Accomplishment is easiest when we work the hardest and it is hardest when we work the easiest. 

                                                      Source Unknown
This Week’s Vocabulary Focus
This week’s vocabulary words are:  
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What do the above words mean?  How can you use them in practical everyday life?
January
The habit for January is Prioritize, which means to place in order of preference based on urgency, importance, or merit. 
Calendar Updates 
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Muffins for Mom’s Donuts of Dad’s                  1/14/10
SOTM Program/Writing Month Winners         1/15/10

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed              1/18/10
MSA Parent Night                                                1/27/10

MSA Practice Test                                               1/28/10

Orchestra after school rehearsals are Tuesdays from 4-5:30pm.

Jan. 19th

February 2nd

Feb. 16th

March 2nd

March 9th

April 6th

April 20th
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May 4th

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER NEWS

DO YOU LIKE  TO  READ?

If your answer to this questions is YES, let us stop for a minute and take a brief reading interest survey.

Please answer the questions below to see what your reading interests are.

1.  How much time do you spend reading?

2. What are some of the books have you read lately?

3. Do you have a public library card?  How often do you use it?

4. Do you ever get books from Thomas Johnson Library Media Center?

5. About how many books do you own?

6. What are some books would you like to own?

7. Do you read the newspaper?

8. What are your favorite television programs?

9. What is your favorite magazine?

10. When you were little, did you enjoy having someone read aloud to you?
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List topics, subjects, etc. which you might like to read about.

12. What does the word ‘reading’ mean to you?

13. If you like reading the newspaper, place a check mark next to the part of the newspaper listed below you like to read:

____Advertisements

____Headlines

____Current Events

____Comic Stips

____Entertainment

____Sports

____ Editorials

14. Put a check mark next to the kind of reading you like best.

______history____travel

______sports____ romance

______poetry_____humor

______biography____art

______science  fiction

______plays_____novels

______mysteries____folktales

______adventure

______westerns

______war  stories

______how-to-do  books

After you check off the above lists,  then check OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog) to see if we have books you would like to check out from the library media center.  

IMPORTANT BENEFITS OF

READING

“Reading makes you smarter.  Not only will you know more, you will actually sharpen your mind.”    Robyn Squire

Media Center   Hours of Operation

8:30am- 4:00pm– With a pass

Science Fair

All 7th and 8th grade students will be required to participate in the science Fair this year, No freezing or melting of water, and mold experiments will be allowed.  Students will start the process with their teachers the following week



Writing Prompt


Attached Flyers:
· Science Problem of the Week

· Math Problem of the Week

· Collegiate Athlete Information



SEARCH and SEIZURE
Parents 

This is a reminder that in accordance with COMAR, the code of Maryland, Maryland educational Article 7-308 outlines the right of school personnel to search students and students’ lockers. The article states that the Principal, Assistant Principal, or school Security Guard may search a student, with a third party present, if there is reasonable belief that a student has an unauthorized item.   Please take note of this.

Principal’s Book-of-the-Year (Parents)

Just as I have selected a book-of-the-month for the students, I have selected the book-of-the-year for the parents.  I am excited about starting a book club for our parents.  We will meet four times this year to discuss the book.  It is one that I know will truly help our parents/guardians.  The book is entitled Ten Steps to Helping Your Child Succeed (ISBN# 1-880463-50-4) by Mychal Wynn.  You may purchase a copy of the book from any book store or online.  I have had the profound pleasure of meeting and communicating with Mr. Wynn, and I know that our parents/guardians will enjoy reading the book as much as I have.  
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----------------------------------------------------------------

Return This Part to Homeroom Teacher

Student’s Name:_________________________  Grade:______

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________

Home Phone: _______________________________________

Cellular Phone: ______________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________

Homeroom Teacher: _______________________________
�





List four of your best qualities. Pick one that you think helps you succeed in life. Write about how this quality helps you to overcome day-to-day obstacles.
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