

5401 Barker Place

Lanham, Maryland 20706-2499

Telephone: 301.918.8680      Fax: 301.918.8688

Website: http://www.pgcps.org/~tjohnson

Every Scholar. Every Class. Every Day.
Bienvenidos a Thomas Johnson Middle School
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                                VISION (Where are we going? Our goal):

 


We are committed to a culture of high expectations where all students learn to become
           


 … caring, involved citizens of good character;

                                     … literate, high performing scholars; and 

                                     …  technologically competent life-long learners.

                                 MISSION (What are we currently doing for students?):

                         The mission of Thomas Johnson Middle School is to provide a positive learning 
                         environment that 


                         … is safe and nurturing;

                                     ...  supports intellectual, emotional, and social growth of all students; and
                                     … fosters a good working relationship between home, school, and community
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 The Principal Speaks
Bienvenidos a Thomas Johnson Middle School  espero trabajar con ustedes.  [image: image7.jpg]


 
Many thanks to our parents/guardians for their support as we work together to educate our scholars. I also want to thank the staff for their support and dedication to the children. 
This week is our MSA kick off. We will have our MSA Parent 
Night on Wednesday evening 6:30pm. I hope to see many parents there to receive the information you will need in order to assist in our task to make AYP. The following day we will administer our MSA practice test. Parents it is very important that we encorage our students to study and do their very best  on the test.
Thomas Johnson would like to do our part to assist those in need.  So we will be taking  monetary donations during our school lunches to contribute to the cause. Our goal is $1,000 dollars to be donated to the American Red Cross. Lets show them we care!! 
THANK YOU for allowing me to be your principal!
___Dr. Robinson
 Lunch News 
Home Style Monday:  Hot Turkey Sandwich w/Gravy, Oven baked Chicken, Mashed Potato Bowl, Hot Roast Beef Sandwich w/Gravy, and Whipped Potatoes, Seasoned Greens
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Fiesta Tuesday:  Soft or Hard Taco, Taco Salad, Fiesta Mac & Beef, Burrito w/Cheese, and Spanish Rice, Mexicali Corn

Old Word Wednesday:  Baked Lasagna, Pasta w/Meat balls or meat Sauce, Chicken Parmesan, Baked Ziti and Zesty Italian Vegetables, Warm Garlic Bread Stick 
 
Chop Stick Thursday:  Beef & Broccoli, Mandarin Orange Chicken, Kung Pao Chicken, Sweet & Sour Pork and Veggie Rice Pilaf, Asian Vegetables
                                                                                                        Wrap it up Friday:  Southwestern Fajita Wrap, Buffalo Chicken Wrap, Chicken Cesar Wrap, Cheese Steak Wrap and Scalloped Potatoes, Seasoned Green Beans

School Bus News
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Many students at TJ have an opportunity and privilege to utilize school transportation. Parents, it is very important that these students understand that riding P.G. county buses is a courtesy not a right. I have recently been informed that students are not following bus procedures and are endangering the lives of their fellow classmates. This will not be tolerated. 
It is important for students to know and adhere to the following:
· Remain seated while the bus in moving

· Not eat or drink, inclusive of chewing gum, or writing on the bus.

· Not mark, write, or deface, the bus’ interior

· Obey the driver at all times
· Remain respectful to other students
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Obey all bus rules and regulations 

This is not an option. Any student who violates these mandates will be suspended from the bus.
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Mr. Kenon
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Don’t let this happen here!!!!
7th Grade Masquerade Ball
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On February 11th , from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Thomas Johnson Middle School will have its first annual Masquerade Ball. This year’s theme is Mardi Gras. A King and Queen will be crowned during the event. 

Students are selected based on their school performance, participation, character, and behavior. They are also recommended by the administration to participate in this memorable experience.  The cost for students to attend is $100.00 in Jaguar Bucks and $10.00 in actual REAL money.  Money will be collected in the form of cash or money made out to the school in the exact amount.  Students can earn bucks by exhibiting good behavior, great performance in school, and demonstrating good citizenship.  THIS IS A 7th GRADE STUDENT EVENT!!  
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There will be a lottery for a few 8th graders to attend. To enter the lottery, 8th graders must be selected and approved by administration.   

Students attending the Ball must adhere to the dress code:
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Girls: Girls may wear an appropriate ball gown, which is not revealing of body parts and/or skin, or may wear a dress that is appropriate for the affair.  Jewelry should be kept to a minimum, as the same policy for earrings will apply for the Ball.  Dress shoes must be worn—tennis shoes are unacceptable. 

Boys: Boys attending the Ball must be in a complete suit and tie or wear a dress jacket, dress slacks, a belt, and a tie.  Boys must also wear dress shoes for this occasion.  Again, tennis shoes are unacceptable for this affair.  The earring policy specified during the school day also applies to the Ball.
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Appropriate attire must be adhered to.  We want students to recognize that this affair will be a grand one.  This will also b e a night for our students to shine as they walk on the red carpet to this unforgettable affair.
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Continue to read each week’s issue of the Jaguar Express for updates.
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!!
The Heat Is BACK!!
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We are happy to announce that the heaters in the rooms are now working properly. Starting today, students will no longer be permitted to wear coats in the classrooms.  Students; however, will be permitted to wear sweaters that are SOLID black, white, yellow, or navy blue.

IMPORTANT ISSUE!!!
Perfumes and Colognes
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Parents it has been brought to the administration’s attention that students are saturating themselves with various colognes, perfumes, and body sprays throughout the school day. We are asking that you tell your child not to reapply these things during the day due to the other individuals who haave asthma and other respitory issues. We want all our students and staff to be able to continue the school day without interruption.
Code of Student Conduct Behavioral Contract States: BIOHAZARD: Manufacture, purchase, possession, sale, distribution, use or threat of use of any infectious agents or hazardous biological materials that present a risk or potential risk to the health of humans or school environment.
Uniform Updates: Colder Weather
The weather is changing and we do not want our students to be uncomfortable in their environment. We know that a comfortable child is a productive one. However, we are asking parents and students to continue to maintain the Uniform code to the best of your ability. This means that the following adjustments to the policy are for your understanding during these winter  months.  THANK YOU to our parents/guardians.  
[image: image24.jpg]



[image: image25.jpg]



UPDATES:
Shirts: 7th grade     royal blue polo shirt with collar

             8th grade    yellow (NOT GOLD) polo shirts with collar

Jackets and Sweaters: Students are allowed to wear solid black, blue, white, or yellow jackets and sweaters. No hoods are allowed. No over coats are allowed.
Pants no Shorts:  - No cargo pants and NO shorts
                              - Pants cannot be cut at the seam

                              - Khaki colored pants only 
Shoes: Plain solid black tennis shoes or boots

            Boots that are solid black, no heels or fur 

            Boots should be worn only when it snows

            Please do not allow your child to wear tennis shoes that  

            do not meet the school’s dress code.

Belts:  It is NOT an option for girls or boys NOT to wear a 
            belt.   All students (girls and boys) must wear a belt; all

            students must tuck their shirts inside of their pants. 

            Belts are to be SOLID BLACK ONLY. 

Jewelry: Students are NOT allowed to wear chains and 

                necklaces to school.  Earrings cannot be larger than a 

                dime.  Students can wear one (1) bracelet and one (1) 

                ring.  

Purses: Students can carry a purse no larger than a three ring binder. Students who are using a bag that was not designed to be a purse must fit the size criteria and no books or school items can be carried inside the bag.
All ID’s must be worn at all times around the student’s neck on the outside of their shirts. Students must use the school safety lanyards only.

Principal’s Book-of-the-Month (Students)
January-February
Each month, students will be reading a new book.  This month, my selection are two books, “Shattered” by Paul Langan for the 7th Grade students and “A Matter of Trust” by Anne Schraff for the 8th Grade I cannot wait to read the responses that students write once they have completed these books! 
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Thomas Johnson Middle School Teachers-of-the-Month

She is always ther for the student. She prides herself on the accomplishments of her students and the understanding of the importance of health.   Truly dedicated to team work and tireless drive for education our 1st Thomas Johnson Middle School’s Teacher-of-the-Month for January is Ms. Ebony Murphy Health teacher.
Our next teacher is a gentleman in every sense of the word. This teacher uses his skills to not only educate his students but to beautify the school as well. From his direction students from both grade levels create great works of ART that have received praise from all those that come in our building. He is Mr. Paul Tenwalde Art teacher.
Thomas Johnson Middle School Support Personnel-of-the-Month

She is always there to support the school in anyway she can. She leads by example of what an educator should do when it comes to teamwork and support. Never says no to a request inspite of the list of duties she already has. From the supervision of the morning announcements, school computer lab, printing of the newsletter, and running a top notch school library, it is a wonder how she can still find time to organize staff celebrations to help with teacher morale. Thomas Johnson Middle School’s Support Personnel-of- the-Month is Ms. Mamie Norman Library Specialist
COUNSELOR CORNER

PROJECT CONNECT – HELPING YOUTH CONNECT WITH SUCCESS
Prince George’s County Public School System is partnering with the comprehensive addiction treatment agency, Caron, Inc. to provide middle and high school students with the opportunity to participate in a tobacco cessation and reduction program. Students, who volunteer to participate in the program, will meet for 45 minutes, once a week for eight weeks. A specialist from Caron, Inc. wills facility the weekly sessions with students. The principal will be piloting this initiative in the school. If you have questions regarding the program, please call Ms. Small (contact person) at 301.918.8680.

2010-2011 LOTTERY APPLICATION PROCESS

The 2010-2011 Lottery for Enrichment and Specialty Programs and Public Charter School will begin its open enrollment process in January.  The application period is open through March 24, 2010. Application brochures are available at the school. In addition, a link is available directly on the PGCPS homepage at www.pgcps.org and parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to complete and submit their Lottery Application online. Applications can not be accepted at the school. Interested applications are must follow the online process.

REMINDER!!!

Parents/Guardians please encouraged your student to respond to the monthly writing prompt in the Jaguar Express. The student who submits the best response will be recognized in the monthly STUDENT OF THE MONTH ASSEMBLY.  Submissions may be brought to Guidance or they may be placed in the GUIDANCE RESPONSE BOX on the STUDENT INFORMATION TABLE located in the main hall of the school.

A/B Schedule
	M 
	Tu.

 
	W

 
	Th.

 
	F

 

	1/25
	1/26
	1/27
	1/28
	1/29

	N/A
	B
	A
	B
	   A


Let’s celebrate our student birthdays for
January 26th – 31st 
Onyeknwa Anokam, 26

Christina Philogene 26

Troy Sheeley 27

Obaromine Sowho,28

Tae’von Parnell 28

Jazlyn Avalos, 29

Angelie Bernett, 29

Brandon Floride 30

Chidera Nosiri 30

Bianka Best 31

Cierra Bingham 31

Narayaa Owusu 31

Anthony Coe 31

Thought of the Week 
"Our character is what we do when we think no one is looking". 
H. Jackson Brown Jr. 
This Week’s Vocabulary Focus
This week’s vocabulary words are:  
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What do the above words mean?  How can you use them in practical everyday life?
January
The habit for January is Prioritize, which means to place in order of preference based on urgency, importance, or merit. 
Calendar Updates 
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MSA Parent Night                                                1/27/10

MSA Practice Test                                               1/28/10
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Madden Unplugged




Orchestra after school rehearsals are Tuesdays from 4-5:30pm.
February 2nd

Feb. 16th

March 2nd

March 9th

April 6th

April 20th

May 4th
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER NEWS

BOOK   TALK!

The purpose of a booktalk is to "sell" the book.  We will   give you enough of the plot to get your interest  and encourage you to visit the library media center  to check out the book(s).Booktalks are usually presented to groups of students. Because of our busy schedules, I thought presenting the booktalk in the Jaguar Express  be nice.  

Booktalk  Number One

Plain City by Virginia Hamilton

Buhllaire was a going on thirteen .  Her hair was straw-colored, made even lighter by last summer’s sun.  Most of the time she wore it out, unbraided.  Summer or winter, her hair rimmed hear heart-shaped face in golden Rasta twists.  Even in the bitterest cold, nothing and nobody could make Buhlaire wear a hat.

For Buhlaire, sometimes growing up is like waking from a deep sleep.  She knows very little about her past and she has never thought why there are no pictures of herself as a child anywhere in her home, or why personal items and household knickknacks are kept under lock and key.

Suddenly, Buhlaire realizes that she has been living like a sleepwalker.  She has let people tell her anything, and she believed it until one icy day in winter, all at once, nothing makes any sense.  Then one day in Plain City, Buhlaire’s world is about to come apart, and nothing she thought was commonplace will ever seem ordinary again.

DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Do you know how books are arranged on the shelves in the library media center?

Most libraries classify their books into ten main categories by subject matter. These ten categories are what make up the Dewey Decimal System of Classification.  This system of arranging books makes it easier for you to locate books on the shelves in the library media 

The ten categories are:

     000 – 099  generalities

     100 – 199  Philosophy

     200 – 299  Religion

     300  --399  Social Sciences

     400 –  499 Languages

     500 -- 599 Pure Science

     600 –  699  Technology

     700 –  799  The Arts

     800 –  899  Literature

     900 --  999 Geography and History

Learn these ten categories.  It will help you to navigate with ease in any library with the Dewey Decimal Classification System
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, 
Science Fair

All 7th and 8th grade students will be required to participate in the science Fair this year, No freezing or melting of water, and mold experiments will be allowed.  Students will start the process with their teachers the following week


Writing Prompt

Help Haiti

We will be taking a collection during school lunches for the relief effort in Haiti. Our goal is $1,000 dollars to be donated to the American Red Cross. We feel that this is a great way to help heighten student awareness, that regardless of where we are as individuals, there are those that need more than us. Let’s learn to practice GIVING AND HELP SOMEONE ELSE. 
Attached Flyers:
· Science Problem of the Week

· Math Problem of the We

SEARCH and SEIZURE
Parents 

This is a reminder that in accordance with COMAR, the code of Maryland, Maryland educational Article 7-308 outlines the right of school personnel to search students and students’ lockers. The article states that the Principal, Assistant Principal, or school Security Guard may search a student, with a third party present, if there is reasonable belief that a student has an unauthorized item.   Please take note of this.

Principal’s Book-of-the-Year (Parents)

Just as I have selected a book-of-the-month for the students, I have selected the book-of-the-year for the parents.  I am excited about starting a book club for our parents.  We will meet four times this year to discuss the book.  It is one that I know will truly help our parents/guardians.  The book is entitled Ten Steps to Helping Your Child Succeed (ISBN# 1-880463-50-4) by Mychal Wynn.  You may purchase a copy of the book from any book store or online.  I have had the profound pleasure of meeting and communicating with Mr. Wynn, and I know that our parents/guardians will enjoy reading the book as much as I have.  
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----------------------------------------------------------------

Return This Part to Homeroom Teacher

Student’s Name:_________________________  Grade:______

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________

Home Phone: _______________________________________

Cellular Phone: ______________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________

Homeroom Teacher: _______________________________
�





Who is the best teacher that you’ve ever had? How did they inspire you? What do you remember most about their class and what they taught you? 














Dr. Michael Robinson


Principal





Mr. Dennis Bilicic


Assistant Principal





Ms. Stephanie Frye


Assistant Principal





Mr. Zory Kenon III


Student Success Coordinator





Ms. E. Valeria Reed


Counselor





Ms. JoAnne Ward-Small


Counselor





Mrs. Damalia Ruffin


Counselor



































abbreviate 


absorbent 


accept 


access 


accessible





 

















