

5401 Barker Place

Lanham, Maryland 20706-2499

Telephone: 301.918.8680      Fax: 301.918.8688

Website: http://www.pgcps.org/~tjohnson



Every Scholar. Every Class. Every Day.
Bienvenidos a Thomas Johnson Middle School
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                                VISION (Where are we going? Our goal):

 


We are committed to a culture of high expectations where all students learn to become
           


 … caring, involved citizens of good character;

                                     … literate, high performing scholars; and 

                                     …  technologically competent life-long learners.

                                 MISSION (What are we currently doing for students?):

                         The mission of Thomas Johnson Middle School is to provide a positive learning 
                         environment that 


                         … is safe and nurturing;

                                     ...  supports intellectual, emotional, and social growth of all students; and
                                     … fosters a good working relationship between home, school, and community
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 The Principal Speaks
Bienvenidos a Thomas Johnson Middle School  espero trabajar con ustedes.  [image: image11.jpg]


 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Many thanks to our parents/guardians for their support as we work together to educate our scholars. I also want to thank the staff for their support and dedication to the children. 
The beginning of this school year has been an exciting one. However, it is now time to roll up our sleeves and focus on the major task ahead—conquering the MSA and make AYP!!  Now is also the time to begin preparing your child/student for the MSA.  I know, with the support of our parents and super teacheres,  we will succeed. I am confident, we will be ready! I 
hope your child has completed their Winter packets and focussing on improving  their grades. 

Please take note to our “search and seziure” policy located at the back of this newletter. I want to express again that all electronic equipment must be left in the student’s locker or at home. We will not be held accountable for any lost or stolen items.

THANK YOU for allowing me to be your principal!
___Dr. Robinson
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ATTENTION

We are addressing the issue of heat in our building. The proper authorities have been contacted and we are making adjustments so your child can work in a comfortable environment.

Student Activity Opportunities at Thomas Johnson Middle School 
· Students interested in applying to participate in National Jr. Honor Society, please see Ms. Groover this week for information.
 Lunch News 
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Home Style Monday:  Hot Turkey Sandwich w/Gravy, Oven baked Chicken, Mashed Potato Bowl, Hot Roast Beef Sandwich w/Gravy, and Whipped Potatoes, Seasoned Greens

Fiesta Tuesday:  Soft or Hard Taco, Taco Salad, Fiesta Mac & Beef, Burrito w/Cheese, and Spanish Rice, Mexicali Corn

Old Word Wednesday:  Baked Lasagna, Pasta w/Meat balls or meat Sauce, Chicken Parmesan, Baked Ziti and Zesty Italian Vegetables, Warm Garlic Bread Stick 
 
Chop Stick Thursday:  Beef & Broccoli, Mandarin Orange Chicken, Kung Pao Chicken, Sweet & Sour Pork and Veggie Rice Pilaf, Asian Vegetables
                                                                                                                                                       
Wrap it up Friday:  Southwestern Fajita Wrap, Buffalo Chicken Wrap, Chicken Cesar Wrap, Cheese Steak Wrap and Scalloped Potatoes, Seasoned Green Beans
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All students at TJ have and opportunity to use the restroom between their classes. Teachers will only allow students to use the restroom after the first 15min and before the last 15min of class. If your child has medical condition requiring him or her to go to the restroom more frequently, please make sure you send a note to school and also have your child keep one on their person.
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7th Grade Masquerade Ball
On February 11th , from 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Thomas Johnson Middle School will have its first annual Masquerade Ball. This year’s theme is Mardi Gras. A King and Queen will be crowned during the event. 

Students are selected based on their school performance, participation, character, and behavior. They are also recommended by the administration to participate in this memorable experience.  The cost for students to attend is $100.00 in Jaguar Bucks and $10.00 in actual REAL money.  Money will be collected in the form of cash or money made out to the school in the exact amount.  Students can earn bucks by exhibiting good behavior, great performance in school, and demonstrating good citizenship.  THIS IS A 7th GRADE STUDENT EVENT!!  
There will be a lottery for a few 8th graders to attend. To enter the lottery these students must have been selected or approved  by administration.   

Students attending the Ball must adhere to the dress code:

Girls: Girls may wear an appropriate ball gown, which is not revealing of body parts and/or skin, or girls may wear a nice dress that is appropriate for the affair.  Jewelry should be kept to a minimum, as the same policy for earrings will apply for the attire for the Ball.  Dress shoes must be worn—tennis shoes cannot be worn. 

Boys: Boys attending the Ball  must be in a complete suit and tie or wear a dress jacket, dress slacks, a belt, and a tie.  Boys must wear dress shoes for this occasion.  Again, tennis shoes are unacceptable for this affair.  The earring policy specified during the school day will also apply to the Ball.

We want students to recognize that this affair will be a grand one.  Appropriate attire must be adhered to.  This will also be a night for our students to shine as they walk on the red carpet to this unforgettable affair.

Continue to read each week’s issue of the Jaguar Express for updates.
TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!!
A-MAN PROGRAM
Next meeting is scheduled for this

Saturday January 9th 2010
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Our next Saturday School Event is this Saturday January 9th  2010
Students must be in their school uniform!!
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Uniform Updates: Colder Weather
The weather is changing and we do not want our students to be uncomfortable in their environment. We know that a comfortable child is a productive one. However, we are asking parents and students to continue to maintain the Uniform code to the best of your ability. This means that the following adjustments to the policy are for your understanding during these winter  months.  THANK YOU to our parents/guardians.  
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UPDATES:
Shirts: 7th grade     royal blue polo shirt with collar

             8th grade    yellow (NOT GOLD) polo shirts with collar

Jackets and Sweaters: Students are allowed to wear solid black, blue, white, or yellow jackets and sweaters. No hoods are allowed. No over coats are allowed.
Pants no Shorts:  - No cargo pants and NO shorts
                              - Pants cannot be cut at the seam

                              - Khaki colored pants only 
Shoes: Plain solid black tennis shoes or boots

            Boots that are solid black, no heels or fur 

            Boots should be worn only when it snows

            Please do not allow your child to wear tennis shoes that  

            do not meet the school’s dress code.

Belts:  It is NOT an option for girls or boys NOT to wear a 
            belt.   All students (girls and boys) must wear a belt; all

            students must tuck their shirts inside of their pants. 

            Belts are to be SOLID BLACK ONLY. 

Jewelry: Students are NOT allowed to wear chains and 

                necklaces to school.  Earrings cannot be larger than a 

                dime.  Students can wear one (1) bracelet and one (1) 

                ring.  
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Purses: Students can carry a purse no larger than a three ring binder. Students who are using a bag that was not designed to be a purse must fit the size criteria and no books or school items can be carried inside the bag.
ID Badges: Parents as you know your child has been issued an ID badge for the 2009-2010 school year. If your child has lost or has not been issued a badge please contact Mr. Kenon 301.918.8680 ext 304
All ID’s must be worn at all times around the student’s neck on the outside of their shirts. Students must use the school safety lanyards only.

Parents, 

We have now reached the halfway mark this year. At this time we feel all students should by now have attained the proper items to complete their school uniform. If there is still a problem, we encourage you to contact the office, state what items your child is missing together with their name so we can document. At this time, we will be enforcing all uniform policies until the end of the year.
Principal’s Book-of-the-Month (Students)

December - January
Each month, students will be reading a new book.  This month, my selection is A Dream Fulfilled *The Story of Barack Obama I cannot wait to read the responses that students write once they have completed the book. 
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Principal’s Book-of-the-Year (Parents)

Just as I have selected a book-of-the-month for the students, I have selected the book-of-the-year for the parents.  I am excited about starting a book club for our parents.  We will meet four times this year to discuss the book.  It is one that I know will truly help our parents/guardians.  The book is entitled Ten Steps to Helping Your Child Succeed (ISBN# 1-880463-50-4) by Mychal Wynn.  You may purchase a copy of the book from any book store, or you may purchase it online.  I have had the profound pleasure of meeting and communicating with Mr. Wynn, and I know that our parents/guardians will enjoy reading the book as much as I have.  
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Parent Liaison Speaks

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

      Once again, I would like to reiterate the important role you play in your child’s education. Please be aware of your student(s)’ whereabouts at all times. I have seen a couple of female students walking home in the dark, after school hours. This is not safe at all. I know that those students should be riding the bus, but they choose not to do so. Please, please, please, make an effort to call them at home at a time you  know they should be getting home to make sure they are safe. This is very important because they are aware of the consequences if they don’t follow the rules/instructions, but they don’t realize the seriousness of the danger they put themselves into, until something actually happens to them. Let’s avoid that by checking on them regularly.
      Another thing I need to bring up to your attention is the fact that many families travel out of the state/country for the holiday season. It is extremely important that you contact Ms. Hawkins, the school registrar, if you plan on taking your student(s) out of school for a long period of time. It might be necessary to withdraw the student(s) and register them again when you come back. 

 Ms. Villela 
 
 Estimados Padres/Guardianes: 

      Una vez más me gustaría reiterarles la importancia del papel que ustedes juegan en la educación de su(s) hijo(s). Por favor esté al tanto de donde se encuentra(n) su(s) estudiante(s) en todo momento. He visto a un par de jovencitas estudiantes caminando a su casa en la obscuridad, después de hora de clases. Esto no es nada seguro. Yo se que estas estudiantes deberían de viajar en el bus, pero ellas optan por no hacerlo. Por favor, por favor, por favor, hagan un esfuerzo y llamen a su casa a la hora que ellas están supuestas a llegar  a casa, para asegurarse de que estén a salvo. Esto es muy importante porque ellas saben de las consecuencias si ellas no siguen las reglas/instrucciones, pero ellas no se dan cuenta de lo serio del peligro al que se exponen, hasta que algo les pasa. Evitemos esto chequeándolas regularmente.

      Otra cosa que necesito hacer de su atención es el hecho de que muchas familias viajan fuera del país/país para las fiestas. Es extremadamente importante que contacten a la Sra. Hawkins, la encargada de las inscripciones de la escuela, si ustedes planean sacar a su(s) estudiante(s) fuera de la escuela por un largo período. Puede que sea necesario el retirar al/los estudiante(s) y volverlos a inscribir cuando regresen. 

      
A Note from the Testing Coordinator

Dear Parent/Guardian:

The Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS) will be administering Formative Assessment System Tests in Reading and Math for grades 3 through 8 and Science Formative Assessment System Tests in Grades 5 and 8 beginning this week of January 4, 2010.  These tests will measure what has been taught in reading, math, and science so far this school year in each tested grade.  These tests will provide teachers with information to assist in instructional planning for the year.  These tests will also assist in preparing our students to take the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) in March.

This week’s testing will last approximately two hours for each of the tested subjects, spread over two sessions.  

Please avoid appointments that may take your child out of school during this time period.  You can help your child by ensuring that he or she is physically and mentally prepared.  Make sure your child has a good night’s rest and a healthy breakfast.  Help your child to have a positive attitude toward testing!

If you have any questions concerning the scheduling of these tests, please contact Mrs. Lovicks 301-918-8680  

Estimado Padres o Tutores:

Las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de Prince George administrarán Exámenes Formativas del Sistema de Asesoramiento (FAST) en lectura y matemática para los grados 3 a 8, y para ciencia en los grados 5 y 8 a partir del 6 de enero, 2010.  Esas pruebas medirán lo que se ha enseñado en las clases de lectura, matemática y ciencia hasta la fecha actual en cada grado del examen.  Estos exámenes les proveerán a los maestros información beneficiosa para la planificación de instrucción por el resto del año.  También ayudarán a preparar a los estudiantes para tomar el examen del estado, el Examen del Estado de Maryland (MSA) en marzo.

Los exámenes de la próxima semana durarán aproximadamente dos horas para cada prueba, partido en dos sesiones cada uno.  

Por favor, evite hacer citas que podrían sacar a sus hijos de la escuela durante este período de tiempo.  Usted puede ayudar a su hijo(a) al asegurar que él/ella esté preparado físicamente y mentalmente.  Asegure de que su hijo(a) duerma bien y que coma un buen desayuno.  ¡Anime a su hijo(a) a tener una actitud positiva para con estos exámenes.  

Si tiene preguntas acerca del horario de estos exámenes, por favor, contacte al personal de la escuela de su hijo(a)
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Federal Impact Aid Survey
Dear Parent or Guardian: In order for the school system to apply for federal funds (Impact Aid Program) it is necessary to determine which parents/guardians live or work on federal property. The funds our school system receives under this program will be based upon the information checked on the front and filled in on the reverse side. The information will be kept confidential. We ask that you take a few moments to complete this brief questionnaire for each child enrolled in the Prince George’s County Public School System and return it to your child’s school no later than Tuesday, November 24, 2009.Every form must be signed and dated by a parent or guardian. If additional information is needed, please visit www.pgcps.org if you have any questions regarding this survey, please contact Ms. Hawkins or Mrs. Lovicks, or the Pupil Accounting and School Boundaries Office, at 301-952-6300. Thank you for responding to our request and for your continued support of our schools.
If your child has not returned this form, it could impact our school’s data for AYP!  It is imperative that we receive these forms imm3ediately.
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COUNSELOR CORNER 
STUDENT SERVICE-LEARNING
Parents, information regarding Service-Learning Hours has changed. This New Year, Guidance will host another student information seminar. Student Service-Learning will be one of the topics discussed.

More information regarding the seminar will be coming soon. If you have questions, please call the Student Learning Coordinator, Ms. E. Valeria Reed at 301-918-8694 or 8680. 

REMINDERS
· Begin talking to your student about career options. 

· Make sure your student participates in the Character Expectation Writing Activity in the Jaguar Express.  
CAREER AWARENESS WORKSHOPS
Starting this month, the counselors will begin monthly career exploration workshops for your students. Students will have the opportunity to investigate various career options. Please begin a dialogue with your students about their career interests. 
A/B Schedule
	M 
	Tu.

 
	W

 
	Th.

 
	F

 

	1/4
	1/5
	1/6
	1/7
	1/8

	B
	A
	B
	A
	   B


Let’s celebrate our student birthdays for
January 1st – 17th 
Neal Mason 1st 

Karla Vega 1st 

Alona Thompkins 2 

Deandre Mcalmont 2

Keon G Stone 2

Gionni Bermudez 2

Cain Garig, 3

Kayla Miller 3

Jamar Wright, 4

Brittany Hondoy, 4

Irene Cruz 4

Kierstin Zimmerman 4

Kenisha Warren 5

Epouse Kamora M. 6

Belches,Mia Consuela, 8

Ashanti Capenter 11

Wyett Woobury 11

Idris Fotana, 14

Roy Lima, 14

Edward Moserey 14

Briana Evans 15

Roger Richardson 15

Adanna Onuoha 15

Erick Moreno, 16

Dana Jones 17

Shanice Richardson 17
Thought of the Week 
Accomplishment is easiest when we work the hardest, and it is hardest when we work the easiest. 

                                                      Source Unknown
This Week’s Vocabulary Focus
This week’s vocabulary words are:  
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What do the above words mean?  How can you use them in practical everyday life?
December

The habit for December is Organize, which means to arrange or form into a functioning whole. You must organize your life in order to succeed.  
Calendar Updates 

Muffins for Mom’s Donuts of Dad’s                  1/14/10
SOTM Program/Writing Month Winners         1/15/10

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed              1/18/10
MSA Parent Night                                                1/27/10

MSA Practice Test                                               1/28/10

 LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER NEWS 
ENHANCE YOUR READING BY READING THE NEWSPAPER 

Did you know that reading the newspaper will enhance your vocabulary as well as reading, writing and thinking skills? “Newspapers have an impact on student’s lives today.  While the delivery format now includes electronic editions, the content continues to be relevant to people’s needs and interests whether it is in print or online”. “There is no periodical like your newspaper for current events and coverage  in  every aspect of life.  It can be used to enhance reading, writing, and listening” Well, you might say to yourself.“ I don’t have time to stop and read the newspaper”.  So how can I keep up with the current events and get information quickly? SKIMMING. Most newspaper readers do what we call skim the pages of the newspaper. When skimming the newspaper, the reader is collecting a great deal of information from the photos,  headlines and lead paragraphs of news stories.  It only takes about five minutes of reading headlines, lead paragraphs, news indexes or photo captions, etc.  Most major newspapers are now digital.  Some access to digital newspapers are listed below:   PC, laptop, net book, tablet PC, mobile phones, iPod, readers such as  Kindle, Sony reader and Cybook. So whether you read the newspaper in print or electronic format, it is important to do so on a regular basis.  It will enhance your reading, writing and critical thinking skills.  

www.bjpinchbeck.com   www.discoverey.com www.yahooligans.com  www.ajkids.com  www.britannica.com  www.si.edu www.lycoszone.lycos.com www.factmonster.com www.thesarurus.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.infoplease.com/" \t "_blank" www.infoplease.com  www.all-science-fair-projects.com  www.school.discovery.com/sciencefair
IMPORTANT BENEFITS OF READING

Reading will come in handy your whole life through.  It helps you to get along in the world and stay healthy and safe.

 SCIENCE

See the problem of the week located in the back of the newsletter
Science Fair

All 7th and 8th grade students will be required to participate in the science Fair this year, No freezing or melting of water, and mold experiments will be allowed.  Students will start the process with their teachers the following week


Sorry for the mistake!!! The 7th grade Masquerade Ball is February 11th 2010. In our last newsletter we had the wrong date please make note.


Writing Prompt
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*The smaller ane eats homework, The bigger
one will do a cross cut shred.”
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“How old are my parents? Pretty old, T think
When they went to school, they cary
books in their hands.”





Attached Flyers:
· Science Problem of the Week

SEARCH and SEIZURE
Parents 

This is a reminder that in accordance with COMAR, the code of Maryland, Maryland educational Article 7-308 outlines the right of school personnel to search students and students’ lockers. The article states that the Principal, Assistant Principal, or school Security Guard may search a student, with a third party present,  if there is reasonable belief that a student has an unauthorized item. 

Please take note of this.

***ATTENTION***

Parents your child’s SchoolMax password has changed. Your child should know his or her new password unless they have not used a school computer in the last week.
----------------------------------------------------------------

Return This Part to Homeroom Teacher

Student’s Name:_________________________  Grade:______

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________

Home Phone: _______________________________________

Cellular Phone: ______________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________

Homeroom Teacher: _______________________________
�





Every student thinks that they could do a better job than their teacher, so you’ve just been promoted to teacher for a day. What would you do differently? What would you do the same? How would you handle things when they got out of control? Would you make a good teacher?


�
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Atone


Chafe


Dolorous


Epistle


Gleaned


Jilted





 

















