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Student Handout for recording answers.
Follow the WebQuest at http://www …   and record your answers on this sheet. If you need more space, attach additional paper to this sheet. This sheet will be turned into your science teacher for the 2010-2011 school year for an assessment grade.

Process

1. You will visit and interact with the website below.
The Meatrix- Follow the online instructions on the WebQuest for the Meatrix.
2. You will answer the questions below using the Internet links that are provided as a guide. Follow the online instructions for answering the questions below.
Additives
· Are Food Additives Safe?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Air Pollution
· What are the main sources of air pollution caused by factory farms?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Animal Welfare
· Describe some aspects of life on a factory farm for the following animals: 

· Cows-
· Pigs-
· Chickens- 
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Antibiotics
· Why do factory farmers give animals antibiotics?
· How do these antibiotics affect the animals?
· Do these antibiotics have any affect on the people who eat these animals as a source of food?
Factory Farming
· What is a factory farm?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Family Farms
· Why are family farms important?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Food Safety
· What are the major concerns dealing with the current safety of our nation’s food that comes from factory farms?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Hormones
· Why are factory farm animals given hormones?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Mad Cow Disease
· What is Mad Cow disease? 
· Who can get it? 
· How is it spread?
Organic
In October 2002, the production and marketing of organic food came under regulation by the US Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National Organic Program. What are the 5 main regulations listed in order for foods to be labeled as organic?
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.
· What can you do to help with this issue?

· For each of the categories in the chart below, distinguish between organic and sustainable: 

	(The first one has been done for you.)

	
	Organic Farms
	Factory Farms

	Certification
	Must be independently certified every year and approved by the USDA
	Do not require any official certification

	Animal Welfare

	
	

	Antibiotics

	
	

	Artificial Hormones

	
	

	Corporate Involvement

	
	

	Size of the farm

	
	

	Food Miles

	
	


Pesticides
· Pesticides are a public health concern and have been linked to a range of diseases and disorders. What are some of the major diseases and disorders linked to the overuse of chemical pesticides? 
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Waste
· What is “dry matter?”
· Does the law require that livestock waste be treated?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
Water
· According the webpage, should we be drinking bottled water or tap water? What are the   reasons stated for this?
· What can you do to help with this issue?
· List 2 facts from the “Did You Know?” section.
Water Pollution
· How are our water sources getting polluted with antibiotics and hormones?
· How are heavy metals getting into and polluting our soil and water?
· What can you do?
Workers
· Read the section labeled Accidents, Injuries, and Health and describe the problems faced by people who work at factory farms.
· Read the section labeled Immigrant Workers’ Rights and describe the “hurdles” that immigrant workers on factory farms generally face. 
· What can you do to help with this issue?
3. Click here → Web Link to Mindfully.org to read facts and data about antibiotics and factory farming. 

     Then, list 4 facts that you found interesting (or appalling!) for each of the topics below.

· Waste Pollution and the Environment
1.

2.

3.

4.

· Animal Welfare
1.

2.

3.

4.

· Antibiotics and Public Health
1.

2.

3.

4.

· Sustainability (The Good News!)
1.

2.

3.

4.

4. Write a well thought out conclusion about what you have learned from this article. Attach another sheet of paper if you run out of space.
· Your conclusion should include facts you have learned and changes we Americans can make in order to improve our environmental conditions, treatment of farm workers, and treatment of animals being raised for food.  Refer to information you read throughout the WebQuest to back up your conclusion.

· What are some things current and future generations can do to stop current practices or at least to avoid making these issues (i.e. pollution, mistreatment of farm workers and animals) worse?

·  What are your feelings or thoughts about the food and water that you currently eat? 

· What are your thoughts about the future of our planet if these practices are allowed to continue?
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