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Standards:

· 2A4g Synthesize ideas from the text

· 2A4j Connect the text to prior knowledge or experiences

· 4A1b Select, organize, and develop ideas appropriate to topic, audience, and purpose
Objective:

· Students will analyze portions of the text in order to compare and contrast information appropriate to topic

· You are asked to compare and contrast the information presented in the articles.  You are asked to specifically deal with the topic of the author’s perspective on the state of cheap food production in our country.  Use details from both texts to support your essay. 
Think About:
Compare means to discuss similarities in two or more like topics.

Contrast means to discuss differences between two or more topics.

How does each author convey his/her message?

What is the main idea?
Essential Questions:
· How do we improve farming practices so that they do not become detrimental to our society?

· Awareness empowers; ignorance kills?

· Task
Read the attached articles. (Go to www.timeforkids.com for articles)
Getting Real About the High Price of Cheap Food
Farms in the City
New Ideas on Climate Change
Top 5 Food Crops Harvested on US Farms
Students are asked to complete a compare/contrast essay.  A compare and
 contrast essay should help you see the subjects clearly and make a decision
 if that is your purpose.  They are asked to follow the essay rubric attached to 
this assignment.
Prompt:
You are asked to compare and contrast the information presented in the articles.  You are asked to specifically deal with the topic of the author’s perspective on the state of cheap food production in our country.  Use details from both texts to support your essay.
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**Assignment to be turned in to your RELA teacher on the first day of school 2010-2011.  Will count as a major assessment grade for first quarter.
Criteria: 
Should clearly introduce the subjects being compared
Should state a clear purpose for the comparison

Should include transitional words and phrases to make similarities and 

differences clear

Should follow a clear organizational pattern

Should include both similarities and differences and support them with 

specific examples and details 

Should summarize the comparison in the conclusion

Guiding Questions:
1. What is the purpose for the comparison?

2. What subjects are being compared by the writers?

3. What specific example does the writer use to support his/her claim
4.  What signal words or transitional phrases clue you in on the writer’s perspective?
Compare –Contrast Essay

At-a-Glance
Introduction

Introduces the subjects being compared


Tells the reason for the comparison
Body

Explains similarities and differences

[image: image1]
Conclusion

Summarizes the comparison

Explains new understanding
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